Lenny De Vos promotes the bear village on the Internet
“Multimedia is my ‘dada’ ”

Picture caption: Lenny De Vos has a nice website: “The updates are a job for the holidays.” (picture by Ronny Neirinck)

“Do well and don’t look back.” It seems to be the vision of life of Lenny De Vos (23). She grew up in Meulebeke and on her website, she makes a lot of publicity for the bear village, which she left a couple of months ago to live with her mother in the Hondstraat in Tielt. She likes computer science, travelling, chatting and music. She especially loves Roch Voisine, Star Wars and Canada. “Living there? Yes please, but not on my own.”

Those who go surfing about for fun on the WWW and enter “Meulebeke” in a search engine, will sooner or later end up on the site of Lenny De Vos. Nicely built and professionally constructed. And from there, you can click on to her other interests: music, travelling … This as opposed to the official site of Meulebeke, where things are still unusually quiet … “If they ask me, I’m willing to help, but I won’t suggest it myself.”

Multimedia

Lenny De Vos was born on 18 September 1979 and grew up in Meulebeke with her 3-year-younger sister Kim, first in the Gentstraat and later on in the Weggevoerdenstraat. She studied Latin-Greek at the Instituut Heilige Familie and later on studied for secondary school teacher in English, Computer science and geography. She teaches computer courses in the Stedelijke Leergangen in Izegem, mainly in the evenings. “I’m mainly interested in software, less in hardware. I also write my own programs, love chatting, to put it brief: multimedia is my dada.”

“I spend on average an hour a day on the Internet: building my site, chatting, searching for information … both for my job and my pleasure. I chat regularly but never with strangers. Always with people I know or have even met already. We used to be penfriends, now we are chatfriends. That’s the evolution. I made several chat friends in Canada, Finland, Israël … It’s fun, we exchange things on a personal level … But you have to be careful: you can get addicted fairly easy and you can go too far”, says Lenny, and her mother, who also chats, agrees.
Village

“Those chat- and e-mail-pals asked me where I lived. That’s how I got the idea of introducing my village on the Internet. I asked for information, including at the town hall. It’s remarkable that the village doesn’t have its own official site yet. This is really a shame, especially in 2003, now that Internet and multimedia are such hugely important sources of communication.”

The result is worth seeing. Lenny De Vos managed to build an orderly and easy-to-use website. Not only with information about Meulebeke, but also about her favourite singers Roch Voisine, Richard Marx, Ricky Martin, the group Savage Garden, TV-series, science-fiction programmes … and her travelling adventures.

“I have a broad interest. But the site could be better. However, time is required to build everything. I love travelling, especially to Canada. I would love to live there, but not alone. Recently, trekking holidays have become popular. And also my own country, where there are lots of unknown areas.”

Genealogy

Lenny De Vos gets quite a lot of positive reactions to her site. “A lot of people are looking for their ancestors and research their roots … It’s fun when you can help someone like that. I do not have an exact idea of how many people visit my site weekly. My holiday sites are a success. I update my site during the holidays, because there’s no time for this kind of thing outside of them. It is and stays a hobby. People tend to look down on chatting and such, but you need to know what you want and how far you want to go … That you decide entirely by yourself.”
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